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March Towards Fair Housing



Vel Phillips: interesting facts from civil rights trailblazer's life (jsonline.com)

https://www.jsonline.com/story/communities/south/news/south-milwaukee/2018/04/18/interesting-facts-vel-phillips-who-trailblazer-civil-rights-here-some-more-interesting-facts-her-lif/527807002/


Urban Milwaukee: 50-years-after-the-marches-common-council-more-diverse-today-but/

https://urbanmilwaukee.com/2017/07/28/50-years-after-the-marches-common-council-more-diverse-today-but/
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THREE STEPS IN THE MARCH TO FAIR HOUSING
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RESIDENTIAL AREAS IN CITY WHERE A DUPLEX CANNOT BE BUILT

Rough Approximation.  Actual boundaries included 
in map on page 22 of DRAFT Growing MKE plan (e.g. 
existing RS Zoning).

STATUS QUO Future State

Duplexes not allowed (RS)

Duplexes allowed
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RESIDENTIAL WHERE 8 – FAMILY CANNOT BE BUILT

Rough Approximation.  Actual boundaries included in map on page 22 of DRAFT Growing MKE plan

STATUS QUO

8-Family Not allowed
(e.g. RS, RT1, RT2, RT3)

8-Family allowed

FUTURE STATE
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WHO IS LIMITED INVENTORY GOOD FOR?

$ 9.33
Pricing of Staple Foods at Supermarkets versus Small Food Stores - PMC (nih.gov)

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5580618/


WHO IS LIMITED INVENTORY GOOD FOR?

$ 3.84

INVENTORY

INVENTORY

Pricing of Staple Foods at Supermarkets versus Small Food Stores - PMC (nih.gov)

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5580618/


WHO IS LIMITED INVENTORY GOOD FOR?

• Good for 
Landlords

• Good for 
people selling 
their homes 
right now



WHO IS LIMITED INVENTORY GOOD FOR?

• Bad for renters

• Bad for people 
looking to 
purchase a 
home

• Bad for people 
looking to stay 
in their home 



WHO IS NEW POLICY GOOD FOR?

INVENTORY

INVENTORY

• Good for 
renters

• Good for 
people looking 
to purchase a 
home

• Good for 
people looking 
to stay in their 
home 



HOW DOES THIS IMPACT ME
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22
Note: Neighborhood 
boundaries are 
approximation added by 
CDA

https://city.milwaukee.gov/DCD/Planning/PlansStudies/Comprehensiveplanning/CitywidePolicyPlan/Growing-MKE


IF YOU LIVE IN A SINGLE FAMILY 
NEIGHBORHOOD, YOU COULD BUILD A 
MOTHER-IN-LAW SUITE

(AKA ACCESSORY DWELLING UNIT)

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR ME?



IF YOU LIVE IN A SINGLE-FAMILY 
NEIGHBORHOOD AND THERE IS A 
VACANT LOT IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD, 
YOU COULD BUILD A TRIPLEX FOR 
HOMEOWNERSHIP OR RENTAL

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR ME?



IF YOU LIVE IN AN R-2 NEIGHBORHOOD 
AND THERE IS A VACANT LOT IN YOUR 
NEIGHBORHOOD, YOU COULD BUILD A 
FOURPLEX FOR HOMEOWNERSHIP OR 
RENTAL

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR ME?



IF YOU LIVE IN A R-2 NEIGHBORHOOD, A 
4-UNIT UNIT TOWNHOME FOR 
HOMEOWNERSHIP OR RENTAL

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR ME?



IF YOU LIVE IN A R-4 NEIGHBORHOOD, AN 
8-UNIT UNIT TOWNHOME FOR 
HOMEOWNERSHIP OR RENTAL

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR ME?



IF YOU LIVE IN A R-4 NEIGHBORHOOD, AN 
8 UNIT HOMEOWNERSHIP COOPERATIVE, 
CONDO, LAND TRUST OR APARTMENT 
BUILDING COULD BE BUILT

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR ME?



WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR ME?



IF YOU LIVE IN A R-2 OR 4 R-4 
NEIGHBORHOOD, A COTTAGE COURT FOR 
HOMEOWNERSHIP OR RENTAL COULD BE 
BUILT (WITH EITHER 4 OR 8 UNITS 
RESPECTIVELY)

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR ME?



COMMERCIAL HEIGHTS IN 
NEIGHBORHOOD BUSINESS 
DISTRICTS ARE NOT CHANGING 
BUT REQUIRED MINIMUM SIZE 
OF UNITS WILL

A NOTE ON COMMERCIAL DISTRICTS



HOW DO I FIND MY ZONING DISTRICT?
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Note: Neighborhood 
boundaries are 
approximation added by 
CDA

https://city.milwaukee.gov/DCD/Planning/PlansStudies/Comprehensiveplanning/CitywidePolicyPlan/Growing-MKE


HOW DO I FIND MY ZONING DISTRICT

CDA Property Map 06062024 (arcgis.com)

Note: must click on parcel to 
determine actual zoning

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/7dc36f070ae141ec827db3dc0e5a6bb1/


WHERE WILL OPPOSITION COME FROM

- Landlords that don’t 
want rents to go down

- Homeowners that want 
to sell now at high 
value

- People that don’t want 
renters or homeowners 
that can only afford a 
smaller unit



COULD THIS CONTRIBUTE TO GENTRIFICATION OR OVERCROWDING?

More inventory 
means lower prices, 
not higher prices.

Austin apartments 
boomed and rents 
went down   6%



COULD THIS CONTRIBUTE TO GENTRIFICATION OR OVERCROWDING?

MONEY AND 
LAND FOR 
AVAILABLE 
HOUSING

3
MORE THAN 
90% OF 
VACANT LOTS 
ARE PUBLICLY 
OWNED WITH A 
PUBLIC 
PROCESS



CONSISTENCY WITH CDA STRATEGY

…



ADJACENCY WITH CDA PRIORITIES

- Create additional inventory to get 
more people in counseling off the 
bench and into the game

- Create more rental inventory 
making predatory investing less 
lucrative

- Create a variety of homeownership 
options for families including 
cooperatives, condos, and land 
trusts

https://city.milwaukee.gov/DCD/Planning/PlansStudies/Comprehensiveplanning/CitywidePolicyPlan/Growing-MKE


WHAT ENGAGEMENT HAS BEEN DONE



WHAT ENGAGEMENT HAS BEEN DONE



WHAT ENGAGEMENT HAS BEEN DONE



WHAT WOULD AN ENDORSEMENT MEAN

A. WRITING OP-EDS ON IMPORTANCE OF 
GROWING MKE

B. ATTENDANCE AT COMMITTEE MEETINGS
C. ATTENDING MEETINGS WITH ELECTED 

OFFICIALS AS REQUESTED



ALLIES DIRECTION

1. SHOULD CDA ENDORSE GROWING MKE AS THE 
NEXT STEP TOWARDS FAIR HOUSING?



ALLIES DIRECTION

2.  IF THERE IS AN AMENDMENT TO RESTRICT 8-FAMILIES 
TO CORNER LOTS AND MAJOR STREETS, SHOULD CDA 
SUPPORT?



ALLIES DIRECTION

3. SHOULD DUPLEXES AND MOTHER-IN-LAW UNITS BE 
AN AVAILABLE OPTION IN ALL RESIDENTIAL 
NEIGHBORHOODS?



ALLIES CONVERSATION

WHAT 
DO YOU 
THINK?



ALLIES DIRECTION

1. SHOULD CDA ENDORSE GROWING MKE AS THE 
NEXT STEP TOWARDS FAIR HOUSING?

2. IF THERE IS AN AMENDMENT PRESENTED TO 
RESTRICT 8-FAMILIES TO CORNER LOTS AND 
MAJOR STREETS, SHOULD CDA SUPPORT?

3. SHOULD DUPLEXES AND MOTHER-IN-LAW UNITS BE 
AN AVAILABLE OPTION IN ALL RESIDENTIAL 
NEIGHBORHOODS?



THREE STEPS IN THE MARCH TO FAIR HOUSING
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